
Dr. Slotsky AP* Chemistry Room C104 

Email:  mslutsky@dimanregional.org   Schoolwire Pages:  http://www.dimanregional.org/Domain/1021 
Telephone:  508-678-2891 (School phone)  Visit me before 7:45 or after 2:28 in room C104 
* AP® is a trademark registered and/or owned by the College Board 
Classroom Policies: 
 

1) At all times students will be respectful of me, other students, and guests and their possessions. 
 

2) This is a ‘flipped’ course, meaning that learning is the student’s responsibility.  ALL COURSE MATERIALS CAN 
BE FOUND ONLINE.  My AP Chemistry website is located at https://www.dimanregional.org/Page/3794 .  You can 
find all presentations and handouts in the cycle pages linked at the top, and announcements will be located below.   
 

3) The student is responsible for viewing slideshow presentations for the days lesson on their own time in advance, 
using the relevant resources as necessary including video links and the textbook section, and making a serious 
attempt at the problem set of the day.  Students are expected to show up having tried the problem sets!  It is 
possible that we will have lecture time in class, but it is by no means guaranteed – there is a full section of Honors 
Chemistry II in the same room at the same time.   
 

4) I am generally willing to stay late after school for extra help.  My usual days are Tuesday and Thursday.  If students 
need extra time with me, it is their responsibility to arrange for extra help.  I am volunteering my time as necessary.  
Please show respect for this, and arrange your schedule to make it possible for you to seek help as needed. 

 
5) Lab days will be announced in advance during class.  You will be expected to do pre-planning exercises as 

assigned before each lab, and to write reports according to College Board style guidelines afterwards.  These will 
generally be accepted using Google Drive shares.  If you hand in a paper lab report or plan, it is your responsibility 
to keep your own copy in your class binder. 
 

6) Tests will be given on the last day of every cycle unless otherwise announced.  Please note that calculators are not 
allowed for multiple choice questions during the AP Chemistry exam – I will not enforce this strictly in my own 
classroom, but you should seek to be able to do all practice MC problems without the need for a calculator.  You 
will be allowed to use a calculator during open response questions.  A time limit of 90 seconds per multiple choice 
question, 10 minutes per short open response question, and 20 minutes per long open response question is 
strongly suggested, as this will prepare you for the AP Exam itself. 
 

7) The test problems in AP are difficult.  50% is considered a ‘3’ on the AP Exam, on a 5-point scale where ‘5’ is the 
best.  This is the grade you need to receive college credit for the course, and therefore 50% on my tests will be 
curved to a ‘C’.  However, if you are not happy with your grade, you may schedule a ‘test correction’ session with 
me after school.  In ‘test correction’, you may use all your notes and materials and give, not just the correct answer 
for each question, but also include the reasoning.  Test correction allows you to recover 50% of the credit for any 
missed question.  I will also allow test retakes at my discretion, and if I do allow full retakes, they will be open to any 
student in AP Chemistry.  Again, test retakes must be scheduled after school. 
 

8) As AP Chemistry will be taught in the same room as Honors Chemistry II, AP students are expected to take an 
advisory role for HC2 students planning and executing their Honors Projects.  As you will be learning more theory 
than they are, you will be in a position to help them!  Your Final Project will likely involve working with an Honors 
team.   

 
9) You are responsible for knowing and following all lab safety rules.  You are required to have a spare change of 

clothes available on school premises during every lab day.  Gym clothes in your locker are acceptable.  This is 
because a chemical spill left on your skin can result in burns or other injuries.  Any injury in lab must be reported to 
me and you will be sent to the Nurse for evaluation. 
 

10) Clothing worn on Lab Day must be safe!  No flammable clothing is allowed:  this includes 'satin' polyester clothes 
which will melt and burn if ignited, as well as scarves, thin skirts or sweaters.  100% Cotton clothes are the best, as 
they char but do not burn or melt.  No ties or other loose hanging items of clothing are allowed.  No open-toed 
shoes are permitted on Lab Day.  Long hair must be tied up or kept under a stocking cap or hairnet.  Protective 
gear including goggles and gloves must be worn as directed - failure to do so will result in removal and a call home.   

 
11) There is no eating or drinking in this classroom, as this is a chemical work area and OSHA rules apply.Students 

with medical notes on file with the Nurse’s office allowing food/drink will be asked to move to the doorway area prior 
to consumption of it.  No food or drink is allowed on a lab bench. 
 

12) Discipline policies, including progressive consequences, are the same as in Honors Chemistry. 

https://www.dimanregional.org/Page/3794


 
Grading: 
 

1) Your grades are determined by averaging categories: 
Semester grade:  40% classwork, 40% quizzes, 20% shoptime & binder 
Final grade:  45% S1, 45% S2, 10% Final Project to be assigned after the AP Exam 
 

2) Classwork Grades: 
 
A lecture day is 10 classwork points.  To receive full credit for this, you should have viewed all ‘flipped’ instruction 
materials on your own time, and you should be ready with your attempts at the problem set of the day so that we 
can review and discuss. 

 
 A lab day is worth 20 classwork points.  A typical breakdown would be 4 points - preparation, 6 points - lab work, 10
 points - lab handout/writeup.  All lab write-ups will be due before the end of cycle.   
 

3) Shoptime Grades: 
 

Shoptime assignments will be given on quiz day, and will also be posted on the class webpage.  AP Chemistry will 
have extensive shoptime assignments which will generally consist of FlinnPrep online modules.  It is expected that 
you will achieve a score of 90% or better on each module.  Previous classes have shown that students who do well 
on the FlinnPrep tend to do well on the following cycle:  therefore, it is important not to postpone them to ‘Shoptime 
Sunday’.  Forget that phrase entirely, you will not put them off until Sunday!  Besides, there are 3 Sundays in every 
shop cycle, you can do work on the other two!  You should expect to spend 5-10 hours on each.  If there are any 
difficulties with the shoptime assignments it is your responsibility to contact me for help.  If you do not have internet 
access over your shop cycle, see me after school.  
 

4) Binder Checks: 
 

You are responsible for keeping all work organized in a binder.  I require that you label and divide each unit (usually 
one per cycle).  You will keep paper copies of your lab reports in this binder. 

 
5) Tests: 

 
Tests will be given at the end of a cycle, although this may be changed due to 'snow days' and other disruptions.  
Any deviations from the usual schedule will be announced in class and posted on the class webpage.  It is your 
responsibility to make up all missed quizzes by appointment with me. 
 

6) Final Project: 
 

Will be your final exam grade.  Work expectations depend upon whether you take the AP Exam or not:  if you do 
not take the AP Exam, you will be expected to do project work just as extensive as that of your Honors Chemistry II 
peers.  If you do take the AP Exam, you will do a smaller project and/or report on the ‘advisory’ work you did with 
HC2 project teams. 

 
Make-up and Missed work 
 

7) If you have an excused absence during an academic cycle, you MUST see me within two days of your return or 
missed assignments will be scored as a zero (0). If you are in shop when you return, still see me within two days 
before or after school (before 7:45 AM or after 2:28 PM).  
 

8)  My scheduled Extra help/ Make-up work day is Tuesday after school. I will also schedule appointments to stay 
after school with you if needed. Please see me as soon as possible if you need something and cannot make it on a 
Tuesday.   

REMEDIATION POLICY 
 

 If at any time during the school year, I feel that you are not performing to standards I will require you to attend one 
or more support sessions. These sessions will take place on Tuesdays during my normally scheduled after school time. If I 
request a remediation appointment, I will give you at least twenty-four hour notice to allow you to make arrangements. If 
you do not keep an appointment, I will refer you to Dr. Kate Warren for disciplinary measures.  Please remember that these 
remediation appointments are not punitive; they are to assist you to reach or maintain work that is consistent with what I 
expect of you. Any midterm grade below 70% will result in mandatory Remediation.  



Topics and Reading: 
 
The textbook for this course is Silberberg & Amateis “Chemistry:  The Molecular Nature of Matter and Change” 8th edition.  
Shoptime activities will include reading for the next cycle.  Textbook reading and reviewing FlinnPrep units, as well as doing 
FlinnPrep units 11-15 which are not on the summer assignment, are essential to doing well in AP Chemistry.  I have done 
my best to structure the textbook readings so that we can focus on important concepts in this course.  Please feel free to do 
any textbook reading or FlinnPrep activities ahead of time, if you wish. 
 
The purpose of the class is to provide a college-level course in chemistry and to prepare the students to seek credit and/or 
appropriate placement in college chemistry courses. This course is structured around the six big ideas articulated in the AP 
chemistry curriculum framework provided by the College Board.  
 
The Big Ideas are: 

1) The chemical elements are fundamental building materials of matter, and all matter can be understood in terms of 
arrangements of atoms. These atoms retain their identity in chemical reactions. 

2) Chemical and physical properties of materials can be explained by the structure and the arrangement of atoms, 
ions, or molecules and the forces between them. 

3) Changes in matter involve the rearrangement and/or reorganization of atoms and/or the transfer of electrons. 
4) Rates of chemical reactions are determined by details of the molecular collisions. 
5) The laws of thermodynamics describe the essential role of energy and explain and predict the direction of changes 

in matter. 
6) Any bond or intermolecular attraction that can be formed can be broken. These two processes are in a dynamic 

competition, sensitive to initial conditions and external perturbations.          
 

Unit Topic Readings in Silberberg by Chapter Big 
Ideas 

Flinn
Prep 
Unit 

1 Atoms, Reactions, and Stoichiometry 3. Stoichiometry of Formulas and Equations (sections 
1-4) 

4.  Three Major Classes of Chemical Reactions 
(sections 1-3) 

1 

2 

3 

Unit 6 

2 Reactions Involving Electron 
Transfer: Single Replacement, 
Redox, and Electrochemistry 

4. Three Major Classes of Chemical Reactions 
(section 5) 

21.  Electrochemistry: Chemical Change and Electrical 
Work (sections 1-3) 

1 

3 

Unit 3 

Unit 14 
(AP) 

3 General and Solubility Equilibrium:  
How Far does it Go?  

17. Equilibrium: The Extent of Chemical Reactions 
(sections 1-6)   

6 Unit 12 
(AP) 

4 Driving forces:  Chemical energy and 
Thermodynamics 

6. Thermochemistry:  Energy Flow and Chemical 
Change (sections 1-6) 

20. Thermodynamics:  Entropy, Free Energy, and 
Reaction Direction (sections 1,3) 

3 

5 

6 

Unit 11 
(AP) 

5 Kinetics:  How fast does it go? 16. Kinetics:  Rates and Mechanisms of Chemical 
Reactions (sections 1-7) 

4 Unit 13 
(AP) 

6 Acid-Base Equilibrium 4. Three Major Classes of Chemical Reactions 
(section 4) 

18. Acid-Base Equilibria (sections 1-7) 

6 Unit 9 
Unit 10 

7 Particles and Interactions - Gases & 
Intermolecular Forces 

5. Gases and the Kinetic-Molecular Theory(sections 3-
6) 

12. Intermolecular Forces:  Liquids, Solids, and Phase 
Changes (sections 3,6) 

2 

5 

Unit 5 

Unit 7 

8 Atomic and Molecular Structure: 
Bonding in Covalent, Ionic, and 
Metallic Substances 

2. The Components of Matter( sections 5,7) 

7. Quantum Theory & Atomic Structure (section 1) 

8. Electron Configuration and Chemical Periodicity 
(sections 2-4) 

10. The Shapes of Molecules (section 3) 

1 

2 

3 

Unit 4 

Unit 15 
(AP) 

 


